The Earldom of Errol 


We are commissioned to offer for sale the Dignity of ‘The Feudal Earldom of Errol.’ Our clients 
have indicated that they will give serious consideration to offers of £350,000. Purchasers are 
advised to read carefully our Terms of Business posted on our web-site. 


Following the passing and coming into effect of the Abolition of Feudal Tenure etc. (Scotland) 
Act 2000, barony titles are separated from their former lands. The purchaser of The Feudal 
Earldom of Errol will not acquire any land as a result of his/her acquisition of the barony title. 
The new holder of the title will be able to style him/herself ‘The Earl/Countess of Errol’. 
Following a decision 3rd December 2008, by the Lord Lyon King of Arms, and ratified by the 
present Lord Lyon 21st August 2014, the ownership of a Scottish baronial dignity will bring 
the owner within the heraldic jurisdiction of the Lord Lyon; the acquisition of a Scottish 
baronial dignity will enable the holder to petition Lord Lyon for a coat of arms. The Lord Lyon 
has said that he will accept any barony presented to him as a valid barony provided it has 
been registered in the Scottish Barony Register. 


Errol 


Errol is a village in Perth and Kinross in the low-lying area called the Carse of Gowrie near to 
the Firth of Tay. The area has been inhabited since prehistoric times. 


De Hay of Erroll 


The Hay family are of ancient Norman-French origin. They first came to Scotland in the twelfth 
century when King David | invited warriors of noble descent to hold lands and fight for him to 
help secure his kingdom of Scotland. The family have been prominent in Scottish military and 
political affairs throughout history to the present day. William de Haya was the first of his 
name to appear in Scottish records and around 1180 he acquired the lands of Erroll in 
Perthshire and with it the privileges of a barony, making this one of the very earliest baronies 
to be erected. The De Hayas were prominent nobles in this area of the country throughout 
the century. William’s son David de Haya was Sheriff of Forfar from 1211 to 1214 and in turn 
David’s son Gilbert de Haya was Sheriff of Perth before 1262. In 1255 Gilbert was appointed 
as a regent to King Alexander Ill, a prestigious appointment. His son Nicolas de Haya of Erroll 
was one of the nobles who became bound to acknowledge Margaret, Princess of Norway as 
sovereign in the event of the decease of King Alexander III and later consented to her marriage 
with Edward, Prince of England. Nicolas was Sheriff of Perth and swore fealty to King Edward 
| of England in 1296 as many Scottish nobles did to preserve their lands and status during the 
English occupation. Nicolas was succeeded by his son Sir Gilbert de Haya of Erroll who had 
also sworn fealty to Edward of England in 1296. Sir Gilbert however joined King Robert the 
Bruce becoming one of his companions and fighting alongside him during the later years of 
the War of Independence. He commanded Bruce’s bodyguard at the crucial Battle of Methven 
in 1306 and fought at the famous Battle of Bannockburn in 1314. For this loyal service King 
Robert granted Gilbert the office of Constable of the Kingdom of Scotland. This was an 
important position which has become a hereditary title passed through the Hay family line 


and is still held by them. In the order of precedence of Scotland the office traditionally ranks 
above all titles except those of royal blood and the Constable was, after the King of Scots, the 
senior officer of the Scottish army. Sir Gilbert also signed the Declaration of Arbroath at 
Arbroath Abbey in 1320, a statement of the independence of Scotland. 


Sir Gilbert’s son Nicholas died at the Battle of Dupplin Moor in 1332 while supporting King 
David | against Edward Balliol and so, on Sir Gilbert’s death his lands and titles passed to his 
grandson David. Sir David de Haya of Erroll was himself killed at the Battle of Neville’s Cross 
in 1346 when an invading Scottish army was badly defeated by a smaller English force. David 
was succeeded by his son Sir Thomas Hay of Erroll who officiated as Constable of Scotland at 
the coronation of King Robert II at Scone in 1371. He married Elizabeth, daughter of King 
Robert II and their son Sir William succeeded to the titles and lands. As well as following the 
now family tradition of being Constable of Scotland Sir William was knighted at the king’s 
coronation and appointed one of the Wardens of the Marches in 1430. On his death in 1436 
the titles and lands passed to his eldest son Gilbert. Gilbert Hay had been sent to England as 
a hostage in return for the son of the Regent in 1412, and again in 1424 in return for the 
ransom of King James I. He had returned to Scotland by 1432 though he died in 1436. 


Earls of Erroll 


William Hay of Erroll succeeded his father in 1436 and was raised to be Earl of Erroll in 1452 
reflecting the long service of his family to the Crown. Erroll was also granted the territorial 
Earldom of Errol, making William the first feudal Earl of Errol. He married Beatrix, daughter of 
the Earl of Douglas and their son Nicholas inherited the titles and lands. Nicholas Hay, 2" Earl 
of Erroll, had no children and was succeeded in 1470 by his brother William Hay, 3 Earl of 
Erroll who was a Privy Councillor to King James III. The family lands and titles passed to William 
his eldest son who was Sheriff of Aberdeenshire. He joined the flower of Scottish chivalry in 
the disastrous invasion of England in 1513 and was killed alongside his king at the Battle of 
Flodden. His son William Hay, 5* Earl of Erroll was a Commissioner to France in 1515 and to 
England in 1516. His son William Hay, 6" Earl of Erroll married Helen Stewart, daughter of the 
Earl of Lennox and they had a daughter Jean who later married Andrew Hay, the 8" Earl. The 
6" Earl died without a son and the lands and titles fell to George Hay grandson of the 3 Earl. 
The 7 Earl was a supporter of Mary Queen of Scots during the civil war when she fought 
some of her nobles for control of the country. She eventually lost and was forced to flee to 
England. 


Francis Hay, 9* Earl of Erroll was a Roman Catholic and was developing links with Spain that 
were thought to be treasonous. Consequently, he was ordered to hand over his castles of 
Slains and Logiealmond but instead, with other Catholic nobles, began a rebellion. Using 
Spanish arms and money they defeated a force of Crown troops at the Battle of Glenlivet in 
1594. However, Erroll refused to fight the king in person when he marched north with another 
army so he surrendered and was brought to trial. The king razed his castle at Slains to the 
ground to prevent it supporting any further Catholic resistance. Erroll was eventually forgiven 
and he died at Slains in 1631. He was succeeded by his son William Hay, 10" Earl of Erroll who 
was a Protestant and held the office of Constable of Scotland as his forefathers had done. He 


was also a Privy Councillor and acted as High Constable of Scotland at the coronation of King 
Charles | at Holyrood in 1633. 


Gilbert Hay, 11° Earl of Erroll fought as a Royalist during the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, 
1638-1651 and led a troop of horse in an attempt to rescue King Charles | from captivity in 
1648 before later raising a regiment for King Charles II. His wife was Catherine, daughter of 
the Earl of Southesk but they had no children. Sir John Hay, a kinsman, succeeded as 12" earl 
of Erroll in 1674. He was Sheriff Principal of Aberdeen in 1685 and Chancellor of King’s College, 
Aberdeen in 1700. It was in this time, probably under the influence of his wife Lady Anne 
Drummond that Slains became the principal landing place for Jacobite secret agents from 
France. He was succeeded by his son Charles Hay, 13* Earl of Erroll who served in Parliament 
in 1705 and was the Chancellor of Aberdeen University from 1705 until 1716. He opposed the 
Union of England and Scotland in 1707 and supported the abortive Jacobite invasion of 1708 
after which he was imprisoned in Edinburgh Castle before living in exile. He died, unmarried, 
in 1717, and the titles passed to his sister. Mary Hay, Countess of Erroll was subsequently 
recognised as High Constable of Scotland and was also a Jacobite supporter. On her death the 
family titles and lands passed to James, the grandson of her only sister Margaret who had 
married James, Earl of Livingstone. 


James, Lord Boyd, 15* Earl of Erroll was born in 1726 and joined the British Army, fighting the 
Jacobites during the Rising of 1745. He resigned his commission upon succeeding to the 
Earldom in 1758. He went on to hold a number of important public offices including Constable 
of Scotland, Lord of Police for Scotland and was a Representative Peer for Scotland. He died 
in 1778 and was succeeded by his son George 16" Earl of Erroll who like his father followed a 
military career between 1780 and 1795. In 1796 he was elected a Representative Peer, a post 
he held until his death in London in 1798. He was succeeded by his brother William, 17" Earl 
of Erroll who held a number of prominent public offices in Scotland such as Lieutenant Colonel 
of the Aberdeenshire Militia, Knight Marischal of Scotland, a Representative Peer for 
Scotland, Constable of Scotland, and Lord High Commissioner to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. His eldest son James, Lord Hay had been killed at the Battle of Quatre 
Bras in 1815 while fighting against the French and so the titles and lands fell to his second son 
William. William 18" Earl of Erroll also held a number of leading offices in Scotland, including 
Lord High Constable, Representative Peer, Knight Marischal of Scotland, Knight of the Thistle, 
Master of the Buckhounds, Lord Steward of the Household and was made Baron Kilmarnock 
of Kilmarnock in the peerage of Great Britain. He married Elizabeth Fitzclarence, natural 
daughter of King George IV and they had four children, including a son William Henry who 
became the 19* Earl of Erroll. He pursued a military career and fought at the Battle of Alma 
during the Crimean War in 1854. On his death at Slains Castle in 1891 he was succeeded by 
his second son Charles Gore. Charles Gore Hay, 20" Earl of Erroll, followed his father into the 
British Army eventually rising to be a Major-General having fought in the Boer War and First 
World War. He became Lord High Constable as well as Earl of Erroll and Baron Kilmarnock and 
served in the Conservative administration of Arthur Balfour in the House of Lords and was 
made a Knight of the Thistle. 


We should note that although most of the historical note here is about the Hay family who 
continue to hold peerage title Earl of Erroll it is the feudal title that we are offering for sale. 
The feudal Earldom of Errol left the Hay family in the early part of the last century when they 
sold part of their estate including the earldom of Errol to Sir John Reeves Ellerman the 
shipowner and investor who was believed to be one of the richest men in Britain. 


